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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF POPE JOHN PAUL Il
IN THE HIGH TATRAS

Vysoké Tatry

REGION



“The Tatras do not divide us, they unite”

V roku 2025 uplynulo 30 rokov

od navstevy Jana Pavla Il.

vo Vysokych Tatrach,

kde zanechal nezmazatelnu stopu.
Pridajte sa k nam a objavte krasy

Tatier, ktoré inSpirovali jedného

Z najvacsich duchovnych vodcov nasej
doby. Nechajte sa uniest nadhernou
prirodou a bohatou histériou, ktora caka
na kazdého navstevnika.

In 2025, it will have been 30 years since
John Paul |l visited the High Tatras,
leaving an indelible mark.

Join us and discover the beauty

of the Tatras, which inspired one of the
greatest spiritual leaders of our time.
Let yourself be captivated by the
stunning nature and the rich history
that awaits every visitor.

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



v V'S
Karol Jozef Wojtyla
Papez Jan Pavol II.
Karol Jozef Wojtyla - Pope John Paul 11
*18.5.1920 t2. 4.2005

Ka rol J6zef Wojtyta sa narodil 18. maja 1920 vo Wadowiciach v Polsku. Po absolvo-
vani gymnazia Studoval polonistiku na Filozofickej fakulte Jagelovskej univerzity
v Krakove.

V roku 1943 zacal studovat teoldgiou a 1. novembra 1946, po ukonceni Teologickej
fakulty Jagelovskej univerzity bol vysvateny za knaza. Neskdr dosiahol aj doktorat
z teoldgie a od roku 1953 pdsobil ako vysokoskolsky pedagdg na Katolickej univerzite
v Lubline.

Jeho kariéra v cirkvi napredovala dalej. V roku 1958 sa stal krakovskym biskupom,
Vv roku 1963 ho papez Pavol VI. vymenoval za krakovského metropolitného arcibisku-
pa a neskdr, 29. maja 1967 za kardinala.

Dra 16. oktdbra 1978 bol zvoleny za papeza a prijal meno Jan Pavol Il., bol prvym
slovanskym papezom. Jan Pavol Il. bol papezom, ktory sa venoval mnozstvu misij-
nych ciest po celom svete, pricom navstivil aj Slovensko. Plynule hovoril deviatimi
Jjazykmi.

V roku 1990 navétivil Ceskoslovensko a v rokoch 1995 a 2003 Slovensku republi-
ku. V roku 1995 si splnil sikromné Zelanie a navstivil Vysoké Tatry. Hory jeho srdcu
velmi blizke, ktoré podla jeho slov ,oba ndrody - Slovdkov a Poliakov nerozdelujd,
ale spgjaja.”

Papez Jan Pavol Il. zomrel 2. aprila 2005 vo Vatikane. Dra 1. maja 2011 ho papez
Benedikt XVI. vyhlasil za blahoslaveného a 27. aprila 2014 papez Frantisek za svatého.

arol Jézef Wojtyta was born in Wadowice, Poland on 18%" May 1920. After
finishing grammar school, he studied Polish language and literature at the
Faculty of Philosophy of the Jagiellonian University in Krakow.

He began studying theology in 1943, and after completing his studies at the
Faculty of Theology of the Jagiellonian University, he was ordained a priest on
T**November 1946. He later earned a doctorate in theology and worked as a university
lecturer at the Catholic University of Lublin from 1953.

His career in the church continued to progress. He became Bishop of Krakdéw in
1958, Pope Paul VI appointed him Metropolitan Archbishop of Krakdw in 1963, and he
was made a Cardinal on 29" May 1967.

On 16" October 1978, he was elected Pope and took the name John Paul i,
becoming the first Slavic pope. John Paul Il was a pope known for many missionary
journeys across the globe, including visits to Slovakia. He spoke nine languages
fluently.

He visited Czechoslovakia in 1990 and the Slovak Republic in 1995 and 2003. In 1995,
he fulfilled his personal wish by visiting the High Tatras — mountains that were very
dear to his heart, and which, in his words, “do not divide the two nations of Slovaks
and Poles, but they unite them.”

Pope John Paul Il passed away in the Vatican on 2" April 2005. He was beatified
by Pope Benedict XVI on 1¢t May 2011 and canonised by Pope Francis on 27 April 2014.

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras
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NavsStevy papeza
Jana Pavla I1. na Slovensku
Pope John Paul ID’s visits to Slovakia

Poéas svojho pontifikdtu Jan Pavol Il. vykonal vyse 100 zahrani¢nych ciest.

Slovensko navstivil trikrat - v rokoch 1990, 1995 a 2003.

« 22. aprila 1990 to bolo este v ramci Ceskoslovenska, ked papez priletel vrtulnikom
z Velehradu a odsluzil omsu na letisku vo Vajnoroch.

« V obdobi od 30. juna do 3. jula 1995 postupne navstivil vyznamné putnické
miesta Sastin, Nitru a Levodu. Okrem toho mal oficidlny program v Bratislave,
Kosiciach, Presove a Spisskej Kapitule. Vyvrcholenim tejto navstevy bolo slu-
Zenie svatej omse na Marianskej hore v Levodi (3. jula 1995), ktorej sa zUcastnilo
vySe 650000 putnikov. Bolo to najvacsie zhromazdenie ludi na Slovensku.

Na zaver pobytu si papez 3. juala splnil sikromné Zelanie a navstivil Vysoké
Tatry - Sliezsky dom vo Velickej doline.

+ Posledn3, tretia nadvsteva sa konala od 11. do 14. septembra 2003. Pocas nej zavital

do Trnavy, Banskej Bystrice, Roznavy a Bratislavy.

He visited Slovakia three times — in 1990, 1995 and 2003.

« On 22" April 1990, his visit was still within the framework of Czechoslovakia, when
the Pope arrived by helicopter from Velehrad and celebrated Mass at the airport
in Vajnory.

« Between 30* June and 3™ July 1995, he visited the important pilgrimage
sites of Sastin, Nitra and Levoca. In addition, he had an official programme
in Bratislava, Kosice, PreSov and Spisska Kapitula. The highlight of this visit was
the celebration of Holy Mass on Maridanska hora (Marian Hill) in Levoca (3 July
1995). It was attended by more than 650,000 pilgrims, which makes it the largest
gathering of people ever recorded in Slovakia.

At the end of his visit, the Pope fulfilled a private wish on 3 July and visited
the High Tatras - the area of Sliezsky Dom in Velicka dolina (valley).

« The third and final visit took place from 11" to 14" September 2003. He travelled to
Trnava, Banska Bystrica, RoZznava and Bratislava.

John Paul Il undertook over 100 international journeys during his pontificate.

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



Jan Pavol I1. v Tatrach
John Paul Il in the Tatras

Jén Pavol II. bol velkym obdivovatelom prirody a hér, ktoré vnimal ako BoZie dielo.
Prvé tdry uskutocnil v Beskydach a od roku 1932 spoznaval polské Tatry, najma
ich zdpadnu Cast, v zime aj na lyziach.

V septembri roku 1954 obdivoval juznu ¢ast Vysokych Tatier z pohrani¢ného vrcho-
lu Svinica, na ktory vystuUpil pocas trojdrfového pobytu v Zakopanom. V tom obdobi
sa v&ak cez prisne strazenu hranicu do Ceskoslovenska nedostal.

Tatry navstevoval eSte ako mlady knaz. V rokoch 1957 a 1961 Udajne niekolkokrat
prenocoval v Starom Smokovci, v si¢asnej Vile Cucoriedka, odkial' chodieval na tary
a omse do nedalekého kostola. Jeho cesty do Tatier pripomina aj pamatna tabula pri
chate na ceste na Hrebienok.

Ako papez si vypocul mnohé pozvania slovenskych putnikov, aby navstivil juzné
svahy Tatier. V roku 1995 sa jeho sen splnil a po¢as navstevy svoju radost vyjadril slo-
vami: ,Dnes sa naplria tdto vasa i moja tuzba. Tento kraj jedineény v rozmanitosti
stvorenia hovori ndm o krdse a dobrote Stvoritela.”

John Paul Il was a great admirer of nature and the mountains, which he viewed as
the work of God. His first hikes were made in the Beskid Mountains, and from 1932
onwards, he began exploring the Polish Tatras, especially their western part, even on
skis in winter.

In September 1954, he admired the southern part of the High Tatras from the bor-
der peak of Mt Svinica, which he climbed while staying at Zakopane for three days.
At that time, however, the tightly controlled border prevented him from crossing into
Czechoslovakia.

He visited the Tatras already as a young priest. In 1957 and 1961, he is believed to have
stayed several times in Stary Smokovec, in what is now Villa Cu&oriedka, from where
he went on hikes and attended Mass in the nearby church. His trips to the Tatras are
commemorated by a memorial plague near a mountain hut on the path leading to
Hrebienok.

As Pope, he received many invitations from Slovak pilgrims to visit the southern slopes
of the Tatras. His dream came true in 1995 during his visit, and he expressed his joy with
the following words: “Today, your desire and mine have been fulfilled. This region, unique
in the diversity of creation, speaks to us of the beauty and goodness of the Creator.”

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras
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Navsteva Vysokyeh Tatier
v roku 1995
Visit to the High Tatras in 1995
NAVSTEVA SLIEZSKEHO DOMU VO VELICKEJ DOLINE

v T
AR

by

Na zaver sa podpisal do kroniky a nie-
kolkych biblii. Od vtedajsieho riaditela
Statnych lesov TANAP-u, Ing. Mikulasa
MichelCika prijal reliéfnu drevorezbu
Velickych granatov. €lenom Horskej
sluzby TANAP-u, ktorych zastupoval
Juraj Bobula (nacelnik v rokoch 1992 —
1995) a dlhoro¢ny zachranar Stefan
Zavacky st., pozehnal horolezecky ¢a-
kan a lano.

Po tejto navsteve sa papez so sprievo-
dom presunul na letisko Poprad-Tatry,
odkial Specidlom odletel do Vatikanu.

VISIT TO SLIEZSKY DOM IN VELICKA DOLINA

3 jala 1995, papez Jan Pavol Il. so
@ sprievodom navstivil Vysoké Tatry.
Za miesto kratkeho pobytu si vybral hor-
sky hotel Sliezsky dom (1670 m n. m.) vo
Velickej doline.

Pri tejto vynimocnej prilezitosti za-
mestnanci vtedajsieho Interhotela, a. s.
a Statnych lesov TANAP-u pripravili vy-
stavu o Tatrach. Upravili izbu pre pape-
Za, ktorej interiér dopinal kriz a kla¢adlo.
Pred hotelom postavili dreveny altanok
s vwhladom na Velické pleso a Velické
granaty.

Papeza privital veduci hotela Klau-
dius Burger st. s manzelkou, ktora mu
odovzdala kyticu plesnivcov vypestova-
nych v ich zahrade. Papez na Sliezskom
dome stravil 5 hodin. Pozehnal kriz,
ktory umiestnili na svahu pri Sliez-
skom dome a uskutocnil vyhliadkovy
let vrtulnikom z plochy pred Sliezskym
domom.

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



ope John Paul lland

his entourage visi-
ted the High Tatras on
3 July 1995. He chose
to spend a while at the
Sliezsky Dom mountain
hotel (1,670 metres abo-
ve sea level) in Velicka
dolina (valley).

To mark this excep-
tional occasion, the staff
from the then Interho-
tel, a.s,, and the State
Forests of the Tatra Na-
tional Park prepared an
exhibition about the Ta- :
tras. A room was created for the Pope, with a cross and a kneeler completing the
interior. A wooden pavilion overlooking Velické pleso (tarn) and the Velické Granaty
peaks was built in front of the hotel.

The Pope was welcomed by Klaudius Burger Sr., the hotel manager, and his wife,
who presented him with a bouquet of edelweiss grown in their garden. The Pope
spent five hours at Sliezsky Dom. He blessed a cross, which was later placed on the
slope near the hotel, and took a sightseeing helicopter flight from the helipad in
front of the building.

Before leaving, he signed the guest book and several Bibles. He received a relief
woodcarving of the Velické Granaty massif from Ing. Mikulas Michelcik, the then
Director of the State Forests of TANAP, and he blessed an ice axe and a climbing
rope for members of the TANAP Mountain Rescue Service represented by Juraj
Bobula (chief from 1992 to 1995) and long-time rescuer Stefan Zavacky Sr.

After this visit, the Pope and his entourage travelled to Poprad-Tatry airport, from
where he departed by special flight back to the Vatican.

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras
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Vyznamné momenty z navstevy
papeza vo Vysokyeh Tatrach

Significant moments from the Pope’s
visit to the High Tatras

LET VRTULNIKOM NAD VYSOKYMI TATRAMI
HELICOPTER FLIGHT OVER THE HIGH TATRAS

ocCas kratkeho pobytu vo Vysokych Tatrach si Jan Pavol Il. prezrel majestatne
hrebene Tatier aj z ,vtdcej perspektivy”

Vyhliadkovy let zabezpecila spoloc¢nost Air Transport Europe, s. r. o., Poprad,
a vrtulnik francuzskej vyroby AS 355 F1 Ecureuil pilotovali Tibor Nosian a Milan
Hoholik, riaditel leteckej spolo¢nosti. Tibor Nosian ako pilot viezol papeza aj po-
¢as jeho prvej navstevy v roku 1990. Letu sa okrem péapeza zucastnil aj arcibiskup
Stanislav Dziwisz a $éf ochranky. Piloti previedli papeza ponad zname tatranské
vrcholy a doliny.

Po Starte vo Velic-
kej doline leteli na vy-
chod okolo Lomnic-
kého stitu a ponad
Belianske Tatry. Dal-
Siu  trasu prisposo-
bili poveternostnym
podmienkam, pre-
toze cast hrebenov
bola v oblakoch. Le-
teli ponad polsku
Cast Tatier, ktoru Jan
Pavol II. poznal uz
ako mlady turista
a lyziar. Na jeho zia-
dost zaleteli aj nad
Pieniny a Dunajec.

Pri navrate okolo Lomnického stitu uz bolo viditelné aj observatérium. Vo
Velickej doline pristdli po jednej hodine a desiatich minutach letu.

hile staying in the High Tatras for a short time, John Paul Il viewed the maje-
stic mountain ridges from a “bird’s eye perspective”.

The sightseeing flight was arranged by the Air Transport Europe, s. r. 0., Poprad
company, and the French-made AS 355 F1 Ecureuil helicopter was piloted by Tibor
Nosian and Milan Hoholik, the director of the aviation company. Tibor Nosian had
also piloted the Pope during his first visit in 1990. Alongside the Pope, Archbishop
Stanistaw Dziwisz and the head of security also took part in the flight. The pilots
guided the Pope over the well-known peaks and valleys of the Tatras.

After taking off from Velicka dolina (valley), they flew eastwards around Mt Lomnic-
ky stit and over the Belianske Tatra Mountains. The rest of the route was adapted to

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



the weather conditions, as part of the ridges were shrouded in clouds. They flew over
the Polish part of the Tatras, which John Paul Il had known as a young hiker and
skier. At his request, they also flew over the Pieniny Mountains and the Dunajec river.
On the way back, as they passed Mt Lomnicky tit again, the observatory had become
visible. They landed in Velicka dolina (valley) after one hour and ten minutes of flight.

PAMATNA IZBA A ALTANOK PRI SLIEZSKOM DOME
MEMORIAL ROOM AND PAVILION AT SLIEZSKY DOM

Zariadenie izby pre pobyt svatého otca
v Sliezskom dome, ani altdnok s vy-
hladom na Velické pleso a Velické gra-
naty, neostali na pévodnych miestach.
Po zmene vlastnictva hotela tieto pa-
miatky nasli nové miesto. Zariadenie izby
bolo s Uctou premiestnené do rodinné-
ho domu Burgerovcov v Zdiari. Altanok,
ktory sluzil papezovi na meditaciu, bol
najprv presunuty do Nového Smokov-
ca, k Farskému kostolu sv. Petra a Pavla.
V suUcasnosti sa jeho replika nachadza
v Starom Smokovci, pri kostole Nepo-
Skvrneného Pocatia Panny Marie.

he furnishings of the room prepa-

red for the Holy Father at Sliezsky
Dom, as well as the pavilion overlooking
Velické pleso and the massif of Velic-
ké Granaty, didn't stay where they had
been originally. After the hotel chan-
ged ownership, these commemorative
items found new homes. The room fur-
nishings were respectfully relocated to
the Burger family home in Zdiar. The pa-
vilion, which served the Pope for medi-
tation, was initially moved to Novy Smo-
kovec, near the Parish Church of Saints
Peter and Paul. Today, a replica of the
pavilion can be found in Stary Smokovec
beside the Church of the Immaculate
Conception of the Virgin Mary.

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras
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SPOMIENKOVE OMSE PRI KRiZI VO VELICKEJ DOLINE
COMMEMORATIVE MASSES AT THE CROSS IN VELICKA DOLINA

Név%tevu Jana Pavla Il. vo Velickej doline pripomina dvojkriz a mramorova pamat-
na tabula, ktoré pozehnal papeZ pocas svojho pobytu. Tradicia spomienkovych
omsi zacala 5. jula 2014, ked'vtedajsi spravca farnosti Vysoké Tatry, Rdbert Tokar, slazil
svatl omsu na mieste jeho navstevy.

V dalsich rokoch sa uskutoc¢novali spomienkové svaté omse. Spomienkova omsa
ku cti svatého Jana Pavla Il. pri prilezitosti 28. vyrocia jeho navstevy Sliezskeho domu
sa konala 5. jula 2023. Pan farar Lubomir Cvengros pri tejto prilezitosti zdcastnenym
dal moznost uctit relikviu krvi sv. Jana Pavla Il., ktord otec kardinal Stanistaw Dziwisz
v tom roku venoval tatranskej farnosti.

Pope John Paul II's visit to Velicka dolina is commemorated by a double cross
and a marble memorial plaque, both of which were blessed by the Pope. The
tradition of commemorative Masses began on 5™ July 2014, when Rébert Tokar, the
then parish priest of Vysoké Tatry, celebrated a Mass at the site of Pope’s visit.

In the following years, commemorative Masses continued to take place. A Mass
in honour of Saint John Paul Il was celebrated on 5% July 2023 to mark the 28" an-
niversary of his visit to Sliezsky Dom. Parish priest Lubomir Cvengros allowed the
attendees to venerate a relic of Saint John Paul II's blood, which Cardinal Stanistaw
Dziwisz had donated to the Tatra parish earlier that year.

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.
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Patron horskych
zachranarov na Slovensku
Patron of mountain rescuers in Slovakia

Svéty otec Jan Pavol Il. bol 21.10. 2012
na svitej omsi v Terchovej vyhlase-
ny za patréna horskych zachranarov
na Slovensku. Tento historicky moment
prebehol v Kostole sv. Cyrila a Metoda za
Ucasti apostolského nuncia na Sloven-
sku Mons. Maria Giordanu, vojenského
ordinara Mons. FrantiSka Rabeka, sprav-
cu farnosti Terchovad, knazov z okolia
a horskych zachranarov.

V Udvode slavnosti precital nuncius
Mario Giordana dekrét Svatej Stolice
o schvaleni papeza Jana Pavla Il. za pat-
rona Horskej zachrannej sluzby (HZS) na
Slovensku. Odovzdal ho do ruk vtedaj-  && :
Sieho riaditela HZS Jozefa Janigu. Apostolsky nuncius vyzval zachranarov aby svoju
narocnu pracu vykonavali s vierou, laskou a odhodlanim, inSpirovani prikladom ich
nového patréna.

Prislusnici HZS priniesli v obetnom sprievode okrem chleba a vina aj zachra-
narsku vystroj, ktord apostolsky nuncius pozehnal spolu s pritomnymi veriacimi.

ope John Paul Il was declared the patron saint of mountain rescuers in Slova-

kia during a Holy Mass in Terchova on 21%t October 2012. This historic moment
happened at the Church of Saints Cyril and Methodius, in the presence of Monsi-
gnor Mario Giordana, the Apostolic Nuncio to Slovakia, Military Ordinary Monsignor
Frantisek Rabek, the parish priest of Terchova, priests from the surrounding area and
members of the mountain rescue service.

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras 11
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At the beginning of the ceremony, Nuncio Mario Giordana read the decree from
the Holy See approving Pope John Paul Il as the patron of the Mountain Rescue
Service in Slovakia. He handed the decree over to Jozef Janiga, the then-director of
the Mountain Rescue Service. The Apostolic Nuncio called on the rescuers to carry
out their demanding work with faith, love and determination, inspired by the exam-
ple of their new patron.

Members of the Mountain Rescue Service brought not only bread and wine for
the offertory procession but also their rescue equipment, which was blessed by
the Apostolic Nuncio together with the congregation.

s Laska je vyzva, ktoriu nam Boh
neustale opakuje*
“Love is a challenge that God continually presents to us.”

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.
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1995 vs. 2025

red 30 rokmi navstivil papez Jan Pavol Il. Vysoké Tatry a zanechal tu svoje trva-
lé duchovné posolstvo, ktoré si navstevnici moézu pripominat dodnes. Objavte
miesta a vydajte sa po jeho stopach, kde stravil pobyt vo Vysokych Tatrach.
NajvyznamnejSou zastavkou jeho navstevy bol Sliezsky dom vo Velickej doline —
miesto, ktoré spdja krasu prirody s duchovnou myslienkou. Horsky hotel Sliezsky
Dom**** je najvyssie polozeny hotel na Slovensku v nadmorskej vyske 1670 m n. m.
Tento horsky hotel je dnes popularnym miestom pre turistov, ktori sem prichadzajud
nielen za krasami prirody, ale aj za odkazom Jana Pavla Il.

hirty years ago, Pope John Paul Il visited the High Tatras and left a lasting spiritu-
al message that visitors can still reflect on today. Discover the places and follow
his footsteps across the region where he stayed.

Sliezsky dom in Velicka dolina was the most significant stop of his visit — a place
that combines the beauty of nature with a profound spiritual message. The Sliezsky
dom mountain hotel **** js the highest-located hotel in Slovakia, at an altitude of
1,670 metres above sea level. Today, the mountain hotel is a popular destination for
tourists who come not only to admire the stunning scenery but also to connect with
the legacy of John Paul Il.

-

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras



VYSOKE TATRY

*Sliezsky dom, Velicka dolina, Velické pleso

*Stary Smokovec - Kostol Neposkvrneného pocatia Panny Marie,
Dreveny alténok Jana Pavla Il

*Krl’iova' cesta
*Hrebienok - Tatransky ladovy dém - Wawelska katedrala a Kostol sv. Vojtecha

*Dreveny kostol v Dolnom Smokovci - Najsvatejsieho Spasitela

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.




- HIGH TATRAS

*Sliezsky dom (mountain hotel), Velicka dolina (valley), Velické pleso (tarn)

Stary Smokovec - Church of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary,
wooden pavilion of John Paul

*Stations of the Cross

*Hrebienok - Tatra Temple of Ice - Wawel Cathedral and Church
of Saint Adalbert

Wooden Church in Dolny Smokovec — Church of the Most Holy Saviour

30" anniversary of Pope John Paul Il's visit to the High Tatras 15



AKO SA DOSTAT NA SLIEZSKY DOM
HOW TO GET TO SLIEZSKY DOM

O6zete sa vydat viacerymi trasami,
ktoré su dostupné celoro¢ne:

« ZTatranskej Polianky - peso alebo na
bicykli po asfaltovej ceste, Ci turistic-
kom chodniku. V zime je trasa idealna
aj pre skialpinistov.

« Zo Starého Smokovca - po Zltej turis-
tickej znacke, ktora vas povedie pria-
mo na Sliezsky dom.

« Z Hrebienka - po cervenej znacke
Tatranskou magistralou, odkial sa
vam naskytnud vyhlady na celd Podtat-
ransku kotlinu.

here are several routes available all
year round:

« From Tatranska Polianka - on foot \
or by bike via an asphalt road or hiking trail. In winter, the route is also ideal for
ski mountaineering.

« From Stary Smokovec - follow the yellow hiking trail directly to Sliezsky dom.

« From Hrebienok - follow the red-marked “Tatranska Magistrala” arterial trail,
which offers panoramic views of the whole basin of Podtatranska kotlina.

16 30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



PO STOPACH JANA PAVLA Il
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JOHN PAUL II

ri prechadzke okolim Sliezskeho
domu objavte miesta, ktoré Jan

Pavol II. osobne navstivil a nesu jeho

odkaz:

+ Velickda dolina, Velicky vodopad
a Velické pleso - nadherné prirodné
krasy, ktoré mozete spoznat rovnako,
ako to kedysi robil papez.

« Hotel Sliezsky dom - miesto, kde pa-
pez stravil ¢as pocas svojej navstevy,
dnes sluzi ako najvyssie polozeny hor-
sky hotel na Slovensku.

« Kriz a pamatna tabula za Sliezskym
domom - posvatené papezom pocas
jeho navstevy. Pri vyrociach jeho pri-
chodu sa tu konaju slavnostné omse.

« Altanok Jana Pavla Il. - pévodne po-
staveny pri Velickom plese, kde sa pa-
pez modlil. Neskdér bol presunuty do
Starého Smokovca.

L

JZENNAL AVYSVATIL
A TENTO KRIZ SYATY 0TEC

PAPEL JAN PAYOL 1.

o

NA TACHOVANIE JEND PAMIATKY A GETY K NEMD
BOLA DSADENA TATR PAMATHA TABOLA

hile walking around Sliezsky

dom, you'll discover places per-
sonally visited by John Paul Il that still
bear his legacy:

Velicka dolina (valley), Velicky vod-
opad (waterfalll and Velické pleso
(tarn) — stunning natural wonders that
you can explore like the Pope did him-
self.

Sliezsky dom Hotel - where the Pope
spent time during his visit, now the hi-
ghest-located mountain hotel in Slova-
kia.

The cross and memorial plaque
behind Sliezsky dom - blessed by the
Pope during his stay. Ceremonial Mas-
ses are held here to mark the anniversa-
ries of his visit.

John Paul II's pavilion - originally lo-
cated by Velické pleso, where the Pope
prayed. It was later relocated to Stary
Smokovec.

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras
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Stary Smokovee

Stary Smokovee

ajvyznamnejSie turistické centrum Vysokych Tatier, ktoré ponuka unikatne
miesta a pamiatky pripominajuce navstevu Jana Pavla Il. Navstivte tieto pa-
miatky, prejdite sa miestami, ktoré navstivil papez a nechajte sa inspirovat jeho zivo-

tom a odkazom, ktory tu zanechal.

he most important tourist centre in the High Tatras, offering unique sites and
memorials commemorating Pope John Paul II's visit. Explore these landmarks,
walk in the Pope's footsteps and get inspired by the life and message he left behind.

MIESTA PRIPOMINAJUCE NAVSTEVU JANA PAVLA II.

SITES COMMEMORATING THE VISIT OF JOHN PAUL I

« Pamatna tabula na kostole
Neposkvrneného pocatia Panny Marie
Kostol v Starom Smokovci je miestom, kde si mozete
pripomenut navstevu Jana Pavla Il. Pamatna tabula je
umiestnena na jeho fasade od 26. juna 2005. Pripomi-
na jeho duchovny odkaz a lasku k tomuto horskému
prostrediu a Tatram.

- Memorial plaque on the Church of the

Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary
The church in Stary Smokovec is a place to
remember John Paul IlI's visit. A memorial
plague has been affixed to its facade since 26"
June 2005. It reflects his spiritual legacy and
deep affection for this mountain environment
and the Tatras.

PAMIATKE SV. OTCA
JANA PAVLA II.

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



- Dreveny altanok Jana Pavla Il
Altdnok, v ktorom sa papez mod-
lil pocas svojej navstevy, bol pdvod-
ne postaveny pri Velickom plese. Po
renovacii bol presunuty do Starého
Smokovca, kde jeho drevenu repliku
najdete v blizkosti kostola Neposkvr-
neného pocatia Panny Marie.

- John Paul II's wooden pavilion
The pavilion where the Pope
prayed during his visit was origi-
nally built by Velické pleso. After
renovation, it was moved to Stary
Smokovec, where a wooden repli-
ca now stands near the Church
of the Immaculate Conception of
the Virgin Mary.

« Vila Cuéoriedka
Tato historicka budova ma zvlastny vyznam —Jan Pavol Il., eSte ako mlady knaz Ka-
rol Wojtyla, bol v nej ubytovany pocas svojich navstev Vysokych Tatier v rokoch 1957
a 1961. Jeho navstevy pripomina aj pamatna tabula pri Vile Cucoriedka.

« Villa Cuéoriedka
This historic building holds special significance — John Paul II, then still
a young priest named Karol Wojtyla, stayed there while visiting the High
Tatras in 1957 and 1961. A memorial plague at Villa Cu¢oriedka comme-
morates these visits.

« Pamatna tabula venovana
horskym zachranarom
a Janovi Pavlovi Il
Nova pamatna tabula, umiestnend v Sta-
rom Smokovci, vzdava hold nielen Janovi
Pavlovi Il., ale aj horskym zachranarom, ktori
zahynuli v Mlynickej doline 25. juna 1979. Tato
pamiatka spaja duchovny odkaz papeza
s poctou tym, ktori riskovali svoje Zivoty pri
zachrane druhych.

- Memorial plaque dedicated
to mountain rescuers and John Paul Il
A new plaque in Stary Smokovec ho-
nours both Pope John Paul Il and the
mountain rescuers who lost their lives
in Mlynicka dolina (valley) on 25% June
1979. This memorial unites the Pope's
spiritual legacy with a tribute to those
who risked their lives to protect others.

»Nebojte sa!”
“Be not afraid!”

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras
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Najvyznamnejsie religiozne
pamiatky vo Vysokyeh Tatrach

The most significant religious landmarks
in the High Tatras

ysoké Tatry ponukaju okrem

prirodnych kras aj zaujimavé
religiozne pamiatky. Objavte jedi-
necné sakralne stavby, ktoré vam
priblizia histériu a sprijemnia pobyt
vo Vysokych Tatrach.

ln addition to natural beauty, the
High Tatras offer fascinating re-
ligious landmarks. Discover unique
sacred buildings that highlight the
area’s history and add an extra touch
to your time spent there.

KALVARIA V STAROM SMOKOVCI

CALVARY IN STARY SMOKOVEC

Kalvéria v Starom Smokovci, vo vyske
1088 m n. m,, je najvyssie poloze-
nou kriZzovou cestou v strednej Euré-
pe. Tato netradic¢na Krizova cesta vznikla
ako originalne umelecké dielo vytvorené
profesionalnymi slovenskymi a polskymi
umelcami, ako pocta nasim velhordm
medzi rokmi 2010 az 2015. Tvori ju kom-
plex14 drevenych umeleckych diel, ktoré
sU prevazne vyrobené z tatranskej zuly.

Krizova cesta vedie na zalesneny viSok
nenarocnym turistickym chodnikom
z centra Starého Smokovca smerom po
ceste na Hrebienok, kde odbocite do-
prava na chodnik Kalvaria a pokracujete
az na Peknu vyhliadku. Trasa je vhodna
pre vsetky vekové kategdrie a ponuka
moznost absolvovat ju dokonca aj s ko-
¢ikom. Na konci tejto trasy, na Peknej vy-
hliadke sa vdm naskytne vyhlad na Stary
Smokovec a jeho okolie.

20 30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



he Calvary in Stary Smokovec, situ-
ated at 1,088 metres above sea level,
is the highest-located Stations of the
Cross in Central Europe. This extraor-
dinary work is an original artistic project
of professional Slovak and Polish artists,
created as a tribute to the High Tatras
between 2010 and 2015. It consists of 14
wooden artworks, mostly made from Ta-
tra granite.
The Stations of the Cross lead to
a wooded hill via an easy hiking path
from the centre of Stary Smokovec to-
wards Hrebienok before turning onto
the Calvary path and continuing to the
“Pekna vyhliadka” viewpoint. The trail is
suitable for all age groups and can even
be walked with a pushchair. At the end,
“Pekna vyhliadka” offers stunning views
of Stary Smokovec and the surrounding
area.

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras 21



DREVENE KOSTOLIKY VO VYSOKYCH TATRACH
WOODEN CHURCHES IN THE HIGH TATRAS

OSTOL NEPOSKVRNENEHO POCATIA PANNY MARIE
V STAROM SMOKOVCI

Neogoticky Kostol Neposkvrneného pocatia Panny Marie sa nachadza v samot-
nom centre Starého Smokovca, hned vedla pozemnej lanovky na Hrebienok. Posta-
veny bol v roku 1888 vo vysokohorskom alpskom Style s charakteristickym hrazde-
nym murivom.

Kostol dal postavit spis-
sky biskup Juraj Csaszka
na ziadost arciknaznej
Klotildy. Projekt vyhotovil
architekt Gedeon Majun-
ke zo Spigskej Soboty. Stity
kostola su bohato vyreza-
vané a zdobené. Strecha
tvori zaroven aj klenbu
kostola. Vo vnutri mozete
obdivovat farebné vitraze
a pistalovy organ. Archi-
tektdra je komponovana
Vv neogotickom style a vy-
nikajuco zapada do vyso-
kohorského prostredia.
Kostol patri medzi najkraj-
Sie stavby nielen v Starom
Smokovci, ale aj v celych
Vysokych Tatrach.Na fasa-
de kostola je umiestnena pamatna tabula pripominajuca navstevu Jana Pavla Il. vo
Vysokych Tatrach. Nedaleko kostola sa nachadza aj replika dreveného altanku, v kto-
rom sa papez modlil na Sliezskom dome.

HURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF THE VIRGIN MARY IN STARY SMOKOVEC

The Neo-Gothic Church of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary is loca-
ted in the very centre of Stary Smokovec, next to the funicular running to Hrebie-
nok. It was built in an alpine style in 1888 and features characteristic half-timbered
masonry.

Spis Bishop Juraj Csaszka had the church built at the request of Archduchess
Clotilde. The project was designed by architect Gedeon Majunke from SpiSska
Sobota. The church’s gables are richly carved and decorated. The roof also serves as
the vaulting of the church interior. Inside, visitors can admire colourful stained-glass
windows and a pipe organ. The architecture designed in the Neo-Gothic style blends
beautifully into the alpine surroundings. It is considered one of the most beautiful
buildings not only in Stary Smokovec, but in the entire region of the High Tatras.
A memorial plague commmemorating the visit of John Paul Il to the High Tatras is mo-
unted on the church fagade. Not far from the church, there is a replica of the wooden
pavilion in which the Pope prayed at Sliezsky dom.

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



REVENY KOSTOLIK V DOLNOM SMOKOVCI
- NAJSVATEJSIEHO SPASITELA

Objavte jednu z najvyznamnej-
Sich pamiatok Dolného Smokovca
— Rimskokatolicky dreveny kostolik
NajsvatejSieno Spasitela, postaveny
koncom 19. storocCia v unikdtnom
neoklasicisticko-secesnom  Style.
Navrhol ho wvyznamny architekt
Gedeon Majunke, ktory stoji aj za
dal$imi ikonickymi stavbami vo Vy-
sokych Tatrach.

Kostolik zozal velky Uspech uz pri
svojom vzniku a dodnes ocaruje svo-
jou architektdrou. Na jeho stavbu
prispelo mnozstvo ludi, medzi inymi
i arcikfnazna lzabela, ktord dor sama
vySila hodvabne omsové rucho a da-
rovala tiez niekolko vzacnych vaz.

OODEN CHURCH

IN DOLNY SMOKOVEC -
CHURCH OF THE MOST HOLY
SAVIOUR

Discover one of the most impor-
tant landmarks in Dolny Smoko-
vec - the Roman Catholic wooden .
Church of the Most Holy Saviour, built in a unique Neo-Classical and Art Nouveau
style at the end of the 19" century. It was designed by prominent architect Gede-
on Majunke, who is also responsible for several other iconic buildings in the High
Tatras.

The church has been highly praised from the moment it was built and continues
to enchant visitors with its architecture. Many people contributed to its creation,
including Archduchess Isabella, who embroidered a silk chasuble by hand and do-
nated several valuable vases.
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TATRANSKY LADOVY DOM 2024/2025

POCTA PAPEZOVI JANOVI PAVLOVI II.
TATRA TEMPLE OF ICE 2024/2025 - A TRIBUTE
TO POPE JOHN PAUL II

12. ro¢nik Tatranského ladového
dému je venovany papezovi Janovi
Pavlovi Il. pri prilezitosti 30. vyrocia
jeho navstevy vo Vysokych Tatrach
a posolstvu: ,,Tatry nerozdeluju, ale
spdjajar

V ladove] bazilike je zobraze-
nd Wawelska katedrala a Kostol
svatého Vojtecha v Krakove - mies-
ta Uzko spojené s papezovou zivot-
nou cestou. Vo Wawelskej katedrale
bol v roku 1958 vysvateny za bisku-
pa. Neskor, v roku 1963, ho vtedajsi
papez Pavol VI. vymenoval za kra-
kovského arcibiskupa a v roku 1967

za kardinala. V roku 1978 ho kardinali zvolili za 264. papeza v dejinach cirkvi.

Kostol sv. Vojtecha bol miestom, v ktorom dlhé roky kazal a modlil sa pocas svo-
jej krakovskej sluzby. Kostol patri medzi najstarsie v Krakove a v samotnom Polsku.
Dodnes sa v tomto kostole konaju omse poslednej Sance, vZdy o 21:37 h, na pocest
Jana Pavla Il. Tieto omse zaviedol kardinal Dziwisz, ktory bol jeho dlhorocnym po-

bocnikom a osobnym tajomnikom.

AWELSKA KATEDRALA
NA HREBIENKU

Pri vstupe do Tatranského ladového
dému mozete vidiet zadpadnu a juznu
stranu Wawelskej katedraly s tromi ve-
Zami - VeZou striebornych zvonov,
Hodinovou veZou a Zigmundovskou
vezou. Pod Hodinovou vezou sa na-
chadza portrét papeza Jana Pavla Il
a jednorucickové hodiny ukazujice
¢as jeho umrtia - 21:37 h.

Tento rok atmosféru dému umocnu-
je moznost vstupit medzi ladové mury.
Navstevnici mdzu branou vojst na na-
dvorie kostola sv. Vojtecha a sadnut si
na ladovu lavicku. Druha vstupna brana
odkryje navstevnikom pohlad na wawel-
ského draka — Smoka.

Atmosféra ladového umenia vas pre-
nesie do histérie a duchovného odkazu
Jana Pavla ll.

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



The 12" edition of the Tatra Temple of Ice is dedi-
cated to Pope John Paul Il to mark the 30" anniver-
sary of his visit to the High Tatras and to honour his
message: “The Tatras do not divide, they unite!”

The ice basilica features a depiction of the Wa-
wel Cathedral and the Church of Saint Adalbert in
Krakoéw - places closely connected to the Pope’s life
journey. He was ordained as a bishop in the Wawel
Cathedral in 1958. Pope Paul VI appointed him Arch-
bishop of Krakdw in 1963 and a cardinal in 1967. He
was elected by the cardinals as the 264" Pope in the
history of the Church in 1978.

The Church of Saint Adalbert was where he pre-
ached and prayed for many years during his service in Krakéw. It is one of the oldest
churches in Krakéw and in Poland. To this day, “last chance” Masses are celebrated
there every evening at 9:37 pm in honour of John Paul Il. These Masses were intro-
duced by Cardinal Dziwisz, the Pope’s long-time aide and personal secretary.

AWEL CATHEDRAL AT HREBIENOK

At the entrance to the Tatra Temple of Ice, visitors can see the western and
southern facades of the Wawel Cathedral, including its three towers — the Silver
Bells Tower, the Clock Tower and the Sigismund Tower. Beneath the Clock To-
wer, there is a portrait of Pope John Paul Il, along with a one-handed clock
displaying the time of his passing - 9:37 pm.

This year, the atmosphere of the Temple is enhanced by the opportunity to step
between the icy walls. Visitors can walk through a gate into the courtyard of the
Church of Saint Adalbert and sit on an ice bench. A second gate reveals a view of
Smok, the Wawel Dragon. The atmosphere of the ice art transports you into the
history and spiritual legacy of John Paul Il.

30t anniversary of Pope John Paul IlI's visit to the High Tatras
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Povedal papez poc¢as navstevy
slovenskych Tatier v roku 1995
The Pope said while visiting

the Slovak Tatras in 1995

,Casto som od slovenskych putnikov, ktori prigli do Rima, poéul pozvanie:
,Svaty Otée, pridte si pozriet Tatry aj z ich juznej strany!’ Dnes sa napina

tato vasa i moja tuzba. Tatry, nase spolo¢né Tatry, také drahé Poliakom

i Slovakom, skryvaju v sebe mnozstvo malych jazier zvanych plesa.

V ich priezra¢nych vodach sa zrkadli majestatna vyska konciarov. Tento kraj
jedinecny v rozmanitosti stvorenia hovori nam o krase a dobrote Stvoritela.”

“| was invited by Slovak pilgrims who came to Rome many times, they said:
‘Holy Father, come and see the Tatras from their southern side as \

this wish of yours and mine is being fulfilled. The Tatras,
so dear to both Poles and Slovaks, are home to man
called tarns. The majestic peaks are reflected in their c
so unique in the diversity of its creation, speal

and goodness of the Creator.”

30. vyrocie navstevy papeza Jana Pavla Il. vo Vysokych Tatrach.



sVraciam sa do Rima s obrazom vasich hér — nasich hor, ktory sa mi vtlacil do
pamati. Viysoké Tatry, také drahé srdcu Slovakov i Poliakov! Ony nerozdeluju, ale
spajaju dva narody zblizené tolkymi udalostami. Obraz nasich hér nech je vzdy
vyzvou vystupit v duchu k Panovi, lebo od Boha zostupuje k nam kazdé dobro a
kazdy dokonaly dar.*

“l am returning to Rome with the image of your mountains — our mountains —
etched in my memory. The High Tatras, so dear to the hearts of both Slovaks and
Poles! They do not divide but unite two nations brought together by so many
shared events. May the image of our mountains always be a call to ascend in
spirit to the Lord, for every good and perfect gift comes down to us from God.”

30" anniversary of Pope John Paul Il's visit to the High Tatras
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